CHAPTER   I]

'THE DRAIN INSPECTOR'S REPORT'

Mother India's most serious arraignments of Hindu
customs are substantiated in its text by quotations
from Mr. Gandhi's own writings. This was possible
since for years he has been battering his apathetic
Hindu public with warnings against the 'curse* and
the devitalising effects of child marriage ;x the 'brutal
crime' of enforced widowhood ;2 the monstrosity of
Untouchability ;3 the, appalling cruelty to animals ;4
the Hindus' filthy habits and 'total disregard of the
elementary laws of health' ;5 even the futility of
'mechanical contrivances.'8

Yet, when Mr. Gandhi's lead was followed by an
alien stranger, his words quoted and sustained, he
hastened to brand the work as 'doubly untruthful/7
the quotations as 'torn from their contexts,' the picture
they made as 'wholly false,' and imputed the bought-
and-paid-for motives of a hireling to the author whom
he attacks through six and a half columns of his paper.
Yet towards the end he writes :

We may repudiate the charge as it has been
framed by her, but we may not repudiate the sub-
stance underlying the many allegations she has
made.8

1 Mother India, p. 62. The words in quotation marks are from
Gandhi's own writings.         2 Ibid., p, 87.
SIW., p. 154.   4 Ibid., p. 221.   5 Ibid., p. 322.   6 Ibid., p. 36.
7,These quotations appear in *The Drain Inspector's Report.'
8 Young India, September isth, 1927.